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What do we have so far?

� Strong evidence of large and diverse health benefits from 
mitigation policies.

� Important policy areas where health, environment and 
development objectives align.

� Direct connection to people's lives.

� Emerging success stories.
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What is in the way ?

� Tendency to compartmentalize, and focus on "end-of 
pipe" solutions, in both science and policy.

� Weak use of economic arguments.

� Failure to make direct connection to policy levers, 
and indicators of progress.

� Public not yet making the connection between 
climate change and local, immediate benefits.
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More emphasis on prevention, through
"health in all policies"

Source: Estimated from OECD, WHO, and Prevention Institute data

Each year from 2000-2008:

• life expectancy rose 0.5%

• health costs rose 6 %Other
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More economic evidence for
coherent climate and health policy

McCollum et al, Nature Climate Change, October 2011

"Health benefits from 
reduced air pollution 
as a result of actions 
to reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions… may 
offset a substantial 
fraction of mitigation 
costs" – IPCC, 2007
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Connect to policy, and measure progress

Broad policy goals:

Targeted initiatives:

Tracking progress:
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More information:

World Health Organization
http://www.who.int/

Public Health and Environment
http://www.who.int/phe/en/

Climate Change
http://www.who.int/globalchange/climate/

Health in other sectors
http://www.who.int/hia

campbelllendrumd@who.int


