Report on the Climate Change Awareness and Dialogue Workshop

for Mashonaland Central and Mashonaland West Provinces

Held at Caribbea Bay Hotel, Kariba, Zimbabwe, 29-30 September, 2008

Hosted by the Ministry of Environment and Tourism: Climate Change Office

Thirty nine participants from: provincial government ministries offices, local authorities, Chinhoyi University of Technology, industry, mining, NGO’s, civil society and parastatals attended the workshop.

Workshop objectives
The National Coordinator of the Climate Change Office, Mr Washington Zhakata presented an overview of workshop objectives as follows:

The overall objective of the climate change dialogue workshop was to create awareness and initiate open dialogue on climate change specifically for stakeholders from the Mashonaland West and Mashonaland Central provinces.

The specific objectives were to:
1. Raise awareness about climate change, Climate Change Convention and the Kyoto Protocol

2. Raise awareness on the available opportunities for industry in Zimbabwe through the Clean Development Mechanism 

3. Raise awareness about Emissions Trading

4. Discuss the climate change problem and how it could be factored into the development plans of the country 

5. Stimulate climate change debate in the country and active participation of the private sector in climate change adaptation and mitigation 
These specific objectives were posted on a chart in the workshop room throughout the workshop as a reminder to the participants. These objectives were in line with what the participants expected and the workshop proceeded on the basis of the objectives.

Climate change is one of the biggest challenges facing mankind today.  The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) provides a framework for mitigating the cause of climate change and adapting to its effects at both national and international levels.  It commits countries to integrate climate change issues into the national planning process and sub regional and regional programmes.  Climate change poses serious problems with far reaching social, political, economic and environmental consequences, particularly in most vulnerable countries such as those in Africa.  Public awareness is therefore an important element for effectively addressing climate change and is crucial if the country is to fulfill its commitments to the UNFCCC.

Technical information presented at the workshop included the following: Scientific evidence that links the global increase in frequency and intensity of natural disasters such as droughts and floods to global climate change.  Some effects of global warming include increased frequency of weather extremes, loss of biodiversity, unpredictable farming conditions in tropical areas, increase in incidence of pests and vector borne diseases.  Temperatures are gradually rising, rainfall has declined. Extreme events are becoming more intense and of longer duration. An increase in temperature and reduction in rainfall leads to exacerbated droughts.  Increased temperature and intensity and frequency of rainfall leads to the increased risk of flooding. Agriculture activities are extremely vulnerable to climatic changes.  Vulnerability is contextual and dynamic and so must be the adaptive responses.  Cleaner Development Mechanism (CDM) allows a country with an emission-reduction or emission-limitation commitment under the Kyoto Protocol to implement an emission-reduction project in developing countries.  In Zimbabwe, potential projects include higher efficiency lighting, bio-fuel use in transport, solar water heating, mini-hydro electricity generation, woodlot development, animal feeds improvement and coal-bed methane for electricity generation.  Business Council for Sustainable Development in Zimbabwe (BCSDZ) is a voluntary body of environment conscious organizations that promotes the culture of environmental stewardship in all business processes.

Participants’ group discussions identified reduced crop yields in agriculture, scarcity of water for domestic use and emission of green house gases.  Suggested interventions include promotion of renewable energy sources, involvement of media, increased community participation and increased education and awareness.

Following the presentations and discussions that had taken place thus far in the workshop, the following points were identified as emerging issues as perceived by the workshop:
· The poor coverage of climate change issues by the media

· The need to improve the Department of Meteorological Service’s timely dissemination of seasonal climatic information to the grass root farming communities

· The need to improve climate change education and awareness for all stakeholders including schools, ordinary citizens, farming communities, cooperate sector, government ministries and policy makers

· The challenge of getting public involvement in climate change mitigation and adaptation action

· The BCSDZ EFQM model for climate change mitigation was considered as a progressive model for addressing climate change at an institutional level

The participants resolved that a starting point would be for them to form networks based on their areas of interested.  The networks were along the following theme: agriculture, energy, water, mining and industry. Possible activities would be proposal developments and sharing information on provincial activities.  The Climate Change Office would keep in touch with these networks to inform them of any national and international developments that would be of interest.  The Climate Change Office would also avail climate change information to these networks. 

In terms of achieving the set objectives, the workshop was successful because of the detailed coverage of technical issues on climate change.  Dialogue among the participants was initiated and there was active participation in discussions across all the seven workshop sessions.  The involvement of the Business Council for Sustainable Development Zimbabwe, the Clean Development Mechanism and the Coping with Drought project was important as it gave the participants a better illustration of practical action in climate change issues.

As a way forward, the formation of networks among participants illustrated the desire to continue with involvement in climate change issues.  The importance of the media in climate change awareness was emphasized throughout the workshop, as was the need to improve the capacity of the Department of Meteorological Services.

